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Internet Freedom

Japan has earned one of the highest scores in
Freedom House’s ‘Freedom of the Net 2024’
report. The country’s legal framework provides
strong protections for various forms of expression,
though women and individuals from certain
minority groups still face disproportionate
harassment online. Hate speech has been subject
to successful lawsuits, and the ruling LDP has
passed a law requiring platforms to create
transparent procedures for removing content that
constitutes online defamation and respond
quickly to claims of online defamation. In 2018 the
government requested that internet providers
block manga piracy sites, and in 2020 it passed a
law which criminalizes online piracy of manga,
magazines, and academic texts, however it did not
expand the government’s ability to block
websites. This year the parliament passed the
Active Cyberdefence Law, which comes into full
force in 2027, and it has some provisions to
protect the citizens’ right to privacy and against
government surveillance. Still, concerns remain
over user privacy and the independence of service
providers and digital technology, as they are
regulated by the Ministry of Internal Affairs and
Communications, and not by an independent
body. There have also been reports of improper
relations between the government and the
business sector, and of information campaigns to
manipulate public opinion.
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Japan enacts active cyberdefense law

Global declaration on information integrity online

Japan: Newly enacted law mandates five social networking companies to
hasten removal processes of slanderous content in effort to make status more
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https://freedomhouse.org/country/japan/freedom-net/2024
https://english.kyodonews.net/articles/-/53912?phrase=joint+custody&words=
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2025/05/16/japan/politics/cyber-bill-enactment/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/peace_security-paix_securite/declaration_information_integrity-integrite.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/latest-news/Japan-Newly-enacted-law-mandates-five-social-networking-companies-to-hasten-removal-processes-of-slanderous-content-in-effort-to-make-status-more-transparent/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/latest-news/Japan-Newly-enacted-law-mandates-five-social-networking-companies-to-hasten-removal-processes-of-slanderous-content-in-effort-to-make-status-more-transparent/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/latest-news/Japan-Newly-enacted-law-mandates-five-social-networking-companies-to-hasten-removal-processes-of-slanderous-content-in-effort-to-make-status-more-transparent/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

