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 Lithium Production 
 France plans to rival the lithium triangle in 
 terms of lithium production, with a mine being 
 scheduled to open in central France in 2027. 
 The planned mine would produce enough 
 lithium-ion batteries for 700’000 vehicles per 
 year for at least 25 years. Such a production 
 would place France as a second Lithium 
 producer in the world, behind Australia and in 
 front of Chile. 
 French Chilean trade 
 Chile is the third most important trading 
 partner in Latin America for France, following 
 Brazil and Mexico. France has recently shown 
 interest in associating with Chile for their 
 lithium mining projects, with French companies 
 like Eramet increasing their capital for their 
 Chilean subsidiaries significantly. 
 Argentina and Bolivia 
 French companies are also very interested in 
 Argentinian lithium, with a French company 
 recently entering the Argentinian Lithium 
 production alongside a Chinese one, aiming to 
 produce enough Lithium for 600’000 vehicles 
 annually. France also is aiming to suggest a 
 deal to Argentina which would entail France 
 purchasing Argentina’s lithium in counterpart 
 of debt relief. 

 Read more 
 https://www.humanite.fr/societe/mines/lithium-la-france-bientot 
 -2e-producteur-mondial-malgre-le-danger-environnemental-76 
 8510 
 https://www.teamfrance-export.fr/livres-blancs/87512-guide-de 
 s-affaires-chili-2023 
 https://www.bfmtv.com/economie/entreprises/energie/la-france 
 -souhaite-s-associer-au-chili-dans-l-extraction-de-lithium_AD- 
 202306100268.html 
 https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/chile-y-francia-acuerdan-impulsa 
 r-investigaciones-sobre-la-explotaci%C3%B3n-de-cobre-y-litio 
 /48578170 
 https://blog.investchile.gob.cl/bloges/francesa-eramet-litio-en-c 
 hile 
 https://www.lesechos.fr/finance-marches/marches-financiers/e 
 n-argentine-eramet-premier-groupe-europeen-a-entrer-dans-la 
 -course-au-lithium-2105655 
 https://www.humanite.fr/monde/argentine/rencontre-macron-m 
 ilei-a-davos-un-deal-lithium-contre-dette 

 Myanmar 
 France has had a long-lasting trade 
 relationship with Myanmar, dating back to the 
 18th century, where the French East India 
 Company attempted at extending the French 
 economic influence in the region. Recently, 
 following the Rohingya genocide and the 
 military coup in Myanmar, the diplomatic 
 relations between France and Myanmar have 
 deteriorated significantly. 
 DRC 
 France and the Democratic Republic of the 
 Congo have seen a significant shift in the 
 trade balance, with imports from the DRC 
 decreasing while exports to the DRC 
 increased. Despite exporting more to the DRC, 
 France, especially its president, have been 
 quite disliked by the DRC’s population as the 
 French president made several questionable 
 comments towards the DRC in recent years. 
 However, France has recently called on the 
 M23 movement and on Rwanda to retreat their 
 troops from the DRC’s soil following a bilateral 
 meeting between Presidents Macron and 
 Tshisekedi. 

 Read more 
 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France%E2%80%93Myanmar_rel 
 ations 
 https://www.tresor.economie.gouv.fr/Pays/CD/relations-bilatera 
 les 
 https://www.humanite.fr/monde/rdc/en-republique-democratiqu 
 e-du-congo-macron-le-president-honni-775745 
 https://www.radiookapi.net/2024/10/05/actualite/politique/rdc-e 
 mmanuel-macron-appelle-au-retrait-du-m23-et-des-troupes 
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