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Introduction and Executive Summary

Although originally a strictly economic partnership, after more than
67 years of European co-operation, the Union has developed several significant common approaches to foreign, security and defence
policy. The EU is comprised 28 different member states with 28
different—sometimes even conflicting— views on foreign policy
issues. Thus, establishing a common stance and sharing a common Representative on an international stage does not always go
smoothly. Further, many Western and Eastern European members
also share a commitment to NATO, that comes with certain political
duties. These may not always be shared with the non-NATO members of the EU, such as Ireland and Austria, that would rather like to
keep a neutral stance in international conflicts. Ultimately, European
leaders will have to find a compromise, that does not infringe on
member states’ individual liberties and opinions, while at the same
time guaranteeing the freedom and security of the EU’s infrastructure (e.g. the single market) in particular and the whole of Europe in
general.
In the debate you are tasked with
• assessing the current state of the European Defence Strategy,
• discussing the pros and cons of transferring more responsibilities to the EU, and
• establishing a common direction in which the EU’s common
foreign policy should go.
This document is an outline of the general history and elements of
European foreign and defence policy. To further research individual
positions or look for previous decisions on the matter, please consult
the general study guide, the other country study guides or do some
research on your own.
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History

The European Union traces its roots back to the European Coal
and Steal Community, that was founded after WWII by six European nations with the purpose of streamlining industrial production.
As the continent was just recovering from the devastating results
of the Second World War, at its foundation in 1951, there was no
intent of finding a common stance on issues of security and defence.
As the Community progressed, members started to co-operate and
support each other in international trade negotiations. As trade and
commerce can never be seen as singular issues, informal consultation on political matters between member states increased. Under
the European Political Co-operation (EPC) in the seventies, a common approach to foreign policy issues, that promoted international
co-operation, human rights, democracy, and the rule of law, was
established.
Parallel to the economic progress in the European Economic
Community (EEC), many of its core members co-founded or later
joined NATO. While support among European members grew along
with the development of the EEC, the Euro-American relationship
ebbend and flowed, along with doubts over American foreign policy
overseas, as well as the credibility of NATO defence against a Soviet
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Fig. 1: Representing the European Union on a global stage: left High
Representative for in Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Federica
Mogherini, right President of the European Council Donald Tusk.

invasion.
With the collapse of the Warsaw Pact and the fall of the Iron Curtain, the Treaty’s focus shifted focus. NATO and the Soviet Union
agreed to military reduction across the continent. At that time, European countries accounted for 34% of NATO’s military spending; by
2016, this had fallen to 26 percent. [1] NATO also began its gradual expansion toward Central and Eastern European nations, and
extended its activities into political and humanitarian situations that
had not formerly been NATO concerns.
Under the Maastrict Treaty in 1993, the European Union (EU))
was established. Additionally to the already existing EEC, the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) and Police and Judicial
Co-operation in Criminal Matters (PJCCM) as second and third pillar were established. The CFSP was based on intergovernmentalism,
which meant unanimity between members in the Council of Ministers and little influence by the other institutions. Over the years, the
office of the High Representative for the Common Foreign and Security Policy was established, to co-ordinate and represent the EU’s
foreign policy.
With the Treaty of Lisbon in 2009 ended the pillar system.
Instead, it created the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, which is in charge of the European
External Action Service (EEAS). It essentially is intended to be
a common Foreign Office or Diplomatic Corps for the European
Union.
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CFSP and CSDP [2]

The Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP), first introduced
by the Maastricht Treaty, followed the European Political Cooperation (EPC), which was launched by the Member States of the
European Economic Community (EEC) in the seventies. The Amsterdam and Nice Treaties further strengthened the CFSP, which was
then further complemented by a European Security and Defence Policy (ESDP/today CSDP)), deemed necessary to boost the European
Union’s credibility as a security policy actor and full security partner
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